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Cattle Drive, Chile 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1  

Arrive in Puerto Natales by group transfer from Punta 
Arenas airport.  

Check-in to Hostal El Establo. Trip briefing at 18:30 and 
dinner with your guide at c. 19:30. Dinner is included, 
but drinks are payable locally. 

 

At the ride briefing you will be given a plate, mug and 
fork for your picnic lunches along with a set of leather 
saddlebags, 20 litre dry bag and 10 litre dry bag which 
will be yours for the duration of the ride. The smaller 
dry bag us for use inside your saddle bag to protect 
the contents from the elements.  

Into the 20 litre dry bag you will pack what you need 
from the evening of Day 2 to the end of Day 3. The 
back-up vehicle will drop off this bag at Estancia 
Perales and you will be reunited with your main 
luggage on the evening of Day 3.  

This procedure will be fully explained to you during 
the ride briefing so you know exactly what to expect. 

 

Overnight at Hostal El Establo in Puerto Natales, (El 
Establo, O’Higgins 965, Puerto Natales). Telephone 
number: +56 9 9508 0206 

The following is the proposed itinerary. However, local 
conditions, weather and other unforeseen 
circumstances can sometimes cause the itinerary to 
change. Changes are quite likely during the cattle drive 
towards the end of the trip, but any changes are made 
only with your best interests in mind. 

Day 2  

This morning you are transferred to Estancia Consuelo, 
the starting point of the ride, (a journey of c. 20 
minutes). Here you meet your first Criollo horse.  

 

This estancia is still home to the Eberhard family who 
have much history in Magallanes. From this lovely 
estancia you ride along the fjord and through 
Magallanic Forests. Lunch will be a picnic on the trail.  

 

At the end of the ride, be transferred a short distance 
to Estancia Perales.  
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Have a welcoming meal at this authentic estancia 
which lies next to the waters of Last Hope Sound.  

Overnight at Estancia Perales. 

Riding time: c. 5 hours.  

Day 3  

After breakfast walk down to the quayside where you 
board a boat for a c. 2 hour ride up Last Hope Sound 
and into the Bernardo O’Higgins National Park. Shared 
by the regions of Magallanes and Aysen this is the 
largest national park in Chile and one of the five most 
expansive in the world (over 3 million hectares). With 
access only via the water, the mountains or the 
southern ice-field itself, it remains a remote and 
pristine corner of our planet. It also contains the third 
largest mass of ice on earth after Antarctica and 
Greenland so the climate is understandably extreme. 

 

Disembark the boat amongst the stunning old-growth 
forests of evergreen and deciduous southern beech 
trees, fire bushes and cypresses – a stunning contrast 
to the snow-capped peaks and glaciers in this area.  

 

After lunch, meet your new horses and set out on a 
challenging trail through thick forests, passing pristine 
rivers and streams in the shadow of the Chacabuco 
and Balmaceda range of mountains.  

This is a fairly steady ride with some getting on and off 
due to the terrain and ground conditions, but the 
scenery en route to Torres del Paine National Park is 
stunning. Towards the end of the trail, cross the Nutria 
River and come out onto wide open pampas.  

 

Overnight at Hotel del Paine (occasionally an 
alternative guesthouse called Pampa Lodge is used).  

Riding time: c. 8-9 hours.  

Day 4  

After breakfast meet the horses and prepare for the 
pampas ride to Grey Lake. Your view will be 
dominated by the jagged granite peaks of the Paine 
massif as you ride out along the Grey River towards 
the largest glacier in the park, Glacier Grey.  

 

Tether the horses and enjoy a picnic lunch near the 
trailhead. Afterwards, walk across a swinging 
footbridge and follow a path through the forest to 
Grey Beach for your boat trip to Glacier Grey. The boat 
trip takes you 17km across the lake right up to the 
face of the glacier. It is weather reliant and costs US 
$145 per person, (to be booked and paid for in 
advance). 
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Grey Glacier protrudes off the southern ice field and is 
quite simply a wonder of nature. It measures 28km in 
length, covers a surface area of 250 km² and towers 
almost 35 metres high.  

At the end of the boat trip there is plenty of time to 
take more pictures of the lake and glacier from the 
beach, before making your way back to through the 
forest for your transfer to your hotel.  

 

Those who choose not to do the boat trip will return 
to Río Serrano on horseback by the same route as this 
morning. 

Overnight at Hotel del Paine (occasionally an 
alternative guesthouse called Pampa Lodge is used). 

Riding time: c. 3 hours (6 hours if you do not take the 
boat trip).  

Day 5  

After breakfast, start a c. 50km ride eastwards 
towards the heart of the park. You will be riding 
directly towards the Paine Massif mountain range so 
the views are dramatic and beautiful.  

 

The trail skirts the southern edge of the mountains on 
a rarely trodden path as you pass azure and turquoise 
lakes with the huge granite mountain peaks behind.  

 

After a picnic lunch taken in one of the pretty valleys, 
continue east to the beautiful soft pampas of the 
Patagonian steppe. Keep your eyes peeled for the 
herds of guanaco which can often be found in this 
area. 

 

You should have the chance for some canters as the 
light fades and the shadows lengthen. Arrive at Laguna 
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Amarga, where you leave your horses and then 
transfer by road to your accommodation.  

Overnight at Estancia Tercera Barranca.  

Riding time: c. 7-8 hours. 

Day 6 

On new horses, set out from the estancia and ride in a 
north-easterly direction, close to the border with 
Argentina.  

 

This area is full of guanacos and the hills ring with 
their alarm calls as you ride by. There may be some 
chances to trot or canter, before reaching the 
uninhabited Estancia Gemitas for a lunch break.  

 

The route continues along the Las Chinas Valley and 
then you ride downhill to reach the Las Chinas 
waterfall.  

 

Later, return to the estancia by a different route. 

Overnight at Estancia Tercera Barranca. 

Riding time: c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 7  

After breakfast, transfer by vehicle to Estancia Cerro 
Guido, (a journey of c. 20 minutes). Check-in to your 
room and then meet your new set of horses and the 
gauchos who will be accompanying you on the cattle 
drive.  

 

Each year around this date the cattle are moved from 
the higher pastures which are likely to be snowy at 
this time in the season, to lower pastures.  

Today perhaps you’ll ride alongside the gauchos to the 
higher pastures and round up cattle to move them to 
their winter feeding grounds.  
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Later, make your way back to the estancia.  

Overnight at Estancia Cerro Guido.  

Riding time: c. 5 hours.  

Day 8 

After breakfast, set off on a full day’s ride. Perhaps 
head out to check on the cattle, complete any of the 
previous day’s tasks and begin locating the sheep. # 

Overnight at Estancia Cerro Guido.  

Riding time: c. 5 hours.  

Day 9  

After breakfast, meet your horses in the corral and 
begin your final day of riding. Perhaps you’ll work with 
the sheep alongside the gauchos, or be involved in 
moving cattle.  

Return to Cerro Guido, where dinner may be a 
traditional Chilean ‘asado’.  

Overnight at Estancia Cerro Guido.  

Riding time: c. 5 hours. 

Day 10  

After breakfast it is a transfer of around an hour to 
Puerto Natales. The journey then continues on to 
Punta Arenas airport for your flight home or onward 
travel. 

Accommodation 
You stay in both park hotels and working or converted 
estancias. The latter offers a family stay environment 
which is not luxurious but is clean and comfortable. All 
estancias are beautifully located with good views. 
Cattle and sheep are often farmed and horses may be 
seen in a working environment.  

In the converted estancias and hosterias the 
accommodation is comfortable twin rooms with en-
suite facilities. 

Single rooms can usually be secured by payment of a 
single supplement. However there are usually a 
limited number of rooms available and so please do 
ask at the time of booking.  

On the first night you stay at a comfortable 
guesthouse in Puerto Natales, called Hostel El Establo. 
There are five guest rooms each with their own 
ensuite shower room. 

 

(Pic: Hostel El Establo).  

The second night is spent at Estancia Perales, a cattle 
farm on the shores of Last Hope Sound and close to 
the entrance to the Bernardo O'Higgins National Park. 

 

(Pic: Estancia Perales) 

The guest rooms are simple, but each one has its own 
ensuite shower room. 
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(Pic: Typical room at Estancia Perales) 

For the next two nights you stay at Hotel del Paine or 
Pampa Lodge in Rio Serrano.  

 

Hotel del Paine  has wonderful views to the Torres del 
Paine ranges and is situated on the banks of the river.  

 

(Pic: View from the hotel). 

All of the guest rooms have en-suite facilities. There 
are no televisions in the rooms, but there is one in the 
central lounge area. Most rooms have mountain 
views. 

 

(Pic: Typical room at Hotel del Paine). 

Pampa Lodge has impressive views of the Paine Massif 
and the Paine River. The en-suite guest rooms are cosy 
and welcoming – the perfect place to relax after a long 
day in the saddle. 

 

(Pic: Pampa Lodge) 

For the next two nights you stay at Estancia Tercera 
Barranca, a working sheep ranch on the border of the 
National Park. 

 

(Pic: Tercera Barranca) 
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There are far-reaching views of the granite mountains 
and the Paine Massif.  

 

(Pic: Guest room at Tercera Barranca) 

This estancia has an intimate feel. There is a lounge 
area with welcoming fireplace and dinner is served in 
the nearby wooden quincho.  

 

(Pic: Tercera Barranca) 

Estancia Cerro Guido is your home for the final three 
nights of the ride. Set in a stunning location, there are 
far reaching views in every direction.  

 

Cerro Guido is a large working estancia, with horses, 
sheep and cattle.  

The guest accommodation has been beautifully 
restored. The guest rooms are individually styled and 
finely decorated.  

 

(Pic: Guest room at Cerro Guido).  

There are spacious lounges and a separate restaurant 
building a short walk away.  

 

(Pic: View from the restaurant).  

There are often incredible sunsets at Cerro Guido 
which makes for a memorable end to your trip. 

 

 


